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Description 

The plan has implemented certain lab management reimbursement criteria. Not all 
requirements apply to each product. Providers are urged to review Plan documents 
for eligible coverage for services rendered. 

 

Reimbursement Information:  

1. For individuals with signs and symptoms of vaginitis, testing of pH, testing for 
the presence of amines, measurement of sialidase activity, saline wet mount, 
potassium hydroxide/KOH wet mount, and microscopic examination of vaginal 
fluids may be reimbursable.  
 

2. For individuals with signs and symptoms of vaginitis, direct Probe DNA-based 
identification of Gardnerella, Trichomonas, and Candida (e.g., BD Affirm™ VPIII) 
may be reimbursable.  
 

3. For individuals with signs and symptoms of vaginitis, but with negative findings 
on wet-mount preparations and a normal pH test, vaginal cultures for Candida 
species for the diagnosis of vulvovaginal candidiasis may be reimbursable.  
 

4. For individuals with signs and symptoms of vaginitis, nucleic acid amplification 
test/NAAT or polymerase chain reaction/PCR -based identification of 
Trichomonas vaginalis may be reimbursable.  
 

5. For individuals with risk factors for Trichomonas (new or multiple partners; 
history of sexually transmitted infections [STIs], especially HIV; exchange of sex 
for payment; incarceration; or injection drug use) a screening for Trichomonas 
may be reimbursable.  
 

6. For individuals with complicated vulvovaginal candidiasis/VVC, polymerase chain 
reaction/PCR based identification of Candida to confirm clinical diagnosis and 
identify non-albicans Candida may be reimbursable. 

 
7. For individuals with sign and symptoms of bacterial vaginosis/BV, nucleic acid 

amplification test/NAAT, specific to the diagnosis of BV (e.g., Aptima® BV, 
OneSwab® BV Panel PCR with Lactobacillus Profiling by qPCR; SureSwab® 

Advanced BV, TMA) and single or multitarget PCR testing for the diagnosis of BV 
may be reimbursable.  
 

8. For individuals with signs and symptoms of vaginitis, NAAT panel testing 
designed to detect more than one type of vaginitis (VVC, BV, and/or 
trichomoniasis; e.g., BD MAX™ Vaginal Panel, NuSwab® VG, Xpert® Xpress MVP) 
may be reimbursable.  
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9. For asymptomatic individuals, including asymptomatic pregnant individuals at an 
average or high risk for premature labor, screening for trichomoniasis and 
bacterial vaginosis is not reimbursable.  

 
10. For individuals with symptoms of vaginitis, rapid identification of Trichomonas by 

enzyme immunoassay is not reimbursable. 
 

11. Testing for microorganisms involved in vaginal flora imbalance and/or infertility 
using molecular-based panel testing is not reimbursable. 

 
12. All other tests for vaginitis not addressed above are not reimbursable. 
 

Procedure Codes 

The following is not an all-encompassing code list. The inclusion of a code does not 
guarantee it is a covered service or eligible for reimbursement. 

Codes 
81513, 81514, 81515, 82120, 83986, 87070, 87149, 87150, 87210, 87480, 87481, 
87482, 87510, 87511, 87512, 87660, 87661, 87797, 87798, 87799, 87800, 87801, 
87808, 87905, 0330U, 0505U, Q0111 
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https://www.cdc.gov/std/treatment-guidelines/vaginal-discharge.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/std/treatment-guidelines/bv.htm
https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/cdrh_docs/reviews/K191957.pdf
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Policy Update History:  

Approval Date Effective Date; Summary of Changes 
04/28/2025 08/08/2025; Document updated with literature review. The 

following changes were made to Reimbursement Information: 
Added “measurement of sialidase activity” to #1, resulting in 
deletion of #4. Changed “hydrogen peroxide” to “potassium 
hydroxide” in #1. Other changes made for clarity. Added code 
81515 and deleted code 0352U. References revised. 

10/30/2024 01/15/2025; Added code 0505U. No other changes. 
03/15/2024 03/15/2024: Document updated with literature review. The 

following change was made to Reimbursement information: 
Revised #9 from “is not reimbursable” to “may be 
reimbursable.’ Now states: “NAAT panel testing designed to 
detect more than one type of vaginitis (VVC, BV, and/or 
trichomoniasis; e.g., BD MAX™ Vaginal Panel, NuSwab® VG, 
Xpert® Xpress MVP) may be reimbursable.” References 
revised; one added. Title changed from Diagnosis of Vaginitis 
Including Multi-target PCR Testing. 

11/01/2023 11/01/2023: Document updated with literature review. 
Reimbursement information revised for clarity. Added specific 
NAAT testing language to #8 and #9. References revised; some 
added, others removed. 

11/1/2022 11/01/2022: New policy  
 


