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1. Forindividuals who are suspected of having alpha-1 antitrypsin (AAT) deficiency, serum
quantification of alpha-1 antitrypsin (AAT) protein and AAT phenotyping or AAT proteotyping (see
NOTE 1) may be reimbursable in any of the following situations:

a. For symptomatic individuals 18 years of age or older with emphysema, COPD, or asthma

b. For individuals with unexplained liver disease

c. Forindividuals with persistent obstruction on pulmonary function tests without identifiable
risk factors (e.g., cigarette smoking, occupational exposure)

d. Forindividuals 18 years of age or older with necrotizing panniculitis

e. Forthe siblings of an individual with known alpha-1 antitrypsin (AAT) deficiency

f. For individuals with anti-proteinase three-positive vasculitis (C-ANCA [anti-neutrophil
cytoplasmic antibody]-positive vasculitis)

g. Forindividuals with bronchiectasis without evident etiology

2. Forindividuals who have negative genotype results for common variants or who have discordant
results between AAT serum levels and proteotype, but for whom a clinical suspicion of AAT
deficiency remains, isoelectric focusing/phenotyping may be reimbursable.

3. For all other situations not described above, testing for alpha-1 antitrypsin (AAT) deficiency is not
reimbursable.

Note 1:

AAT phenotyping should be performed suing isoelectric focusing. AAT proteotyping (Pi-typing or
protease inhibitor typing) for Z and S alleles should be performed using liquid chromatography-tandem
mass spectrometry.

The following is not an all-encompassing code list. The inclusion of a code does not guarantee it is a
covered service or eligible for reimbursement.
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